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Russian President Vladimir 
Putin gestures as he gives his 
annual state of the nation 
address in Moscow, Russia, 
Tuesday, Feb. 21, 2023.

Holiday Beach fire destroys RV, spares trailer
Remote location requires two engines, tankers

By PHIL ATTINGER
STAFF WRITER

SEBRING — The good news Monday 
afternoon was that Highlands County 
fire crews managed to put down an 
RV fire that threatened to become a 
wildfire.

Quick action prevented the fire from 
spreading through Holiday Beach 
Drive, a street north of Sebring in the 
Little Red Water Lake area off State 
Road 17. No one was injured from the 

blaze.
The bad news is that the owner of 

the RV now has nowhere to live and 
nothing to drive, right after being 
evicted from her previous residence.

Sharon Skills, owner of the RV, said 
it was a recent purchase, knowing she 
was facing eviction, so she and her 
boyfriend would have somewhere to 
stay.

For now, she said, she’ll be staying PHIL ATTINGER/STAFF

Highlands County Fire Rescue crews attack burning vegetation 
Monday afternoon on Holiday Beach Drive in Sebring.

Russia suspends only remaining major nuclear treaty with US
By VLADIMIR ISACHENKOV 

ASSOCIATED PRESS

MOSCOW (AP) — 
Russian President 
Vladimir Putin declared 
Tuesday that Moscow was 
suspending its participa-
tion in the New START 
treaty — the last remain-
ing nuclear arms control 
pact with the United 
States — sharply upping 
the ante amid tensions 
with Washington over the 
fighting in Ukraine.

Speaking in his state-
of-the-nation address, 
Putin also said that Russia 
should stand ready to 
resume nuclear weapons 

tests if the U.S. does so, 
a move that would end 
a global ban on nuclear 

weapons tests in place 
since Cold War times.

Explaining his decision 
to suspend Russia’s 
obligations under New 
START, Putin accused the 
U.S. and its NATO allies 
of openly declaring the 
goal of Russia’s defeat in 
Ukraine.

“They want to inflict 
a ‘strategic defeat’ on us 
and try to get to our nu-
clear facilities at the same 
time,” he said, declaring 
his decision to suspend 
Russia’s participation 
in the treaty. “In this 
context, I have to declare 
today that Russia is sus-
pending its participation 

in the Treaty on Strategic 
Offensive Arms.”

New START’s official 
name is The Treaty 
between the United 
States of America and the 
Russian Federation on 
Measures for the Further 
Reduction and Limitation 
of Strategic Offensive 
Arms.

NATO Secretary-
General Jens Stoltenberg 
voiced regret about 
Putin’s move, saying that 
“with today’s decision 
on New START, full arms 
control architecture has 
been dismantled.”

“I strongly encourage 
Russia to reconsider its 

decision and respect 
existing agreements,” he 
told reporters.

Putin argued that while 
the U.S. has pushed for 
the resumption of inspec-
tions of Russian nuclear 
facilities under the treaty, 
NATO allies had helped 
Ukraine mount drone at-
tacks on Russian air bases 
hosting nuclear-capable 
strategic bombers.

The Russian military 
said that it shot down 
the Soviet-built drones 
that struck two bomb-
er bases deep inside 
Russia in December, 
but acknowledged that 
several servicemen were 

killed by debris that also 
damaged some aircraft.

Putin on Tuesday 
mocked NATO’s state-
ment urging Russia to 
allow the resumption 
of the U.S. inspections 
of Russian nuclear 
weapons sites as “some 
kind of theater of the 
absurd.”

“The drones used for 
it were equipped and 
modernized with NATO’s 
expert assistance,” Putin 
said. “And now they 
want to inspect our 
defense facilities? In the 
conditions of today’s 

Senior Expo 
takes place 

today
Staff Report

SEBRING — The 2023 Senior Expo has 
returned this year, but has been moved 
to a weekday rather than a Saturday.

This year’s Highlands News-Sun 
Senior Expo is set for today from 
9 a.m. to 3 p.m. at Lakeshore Mall. This 
popular event, hosted by Lakeshore 
Mall and the Highlands News-Sun with 
AdventHealth as the Title Sponsor, 
will offer something for all of our 
mature residents and it’s free for the 
community.

The bingo room will have games 
every hour on the hour. Games are 
free with cash prizes. The bingo room 
is sponsored by Alan Jay Automotive 
Network, and will be located near 
Center Stage. Seating is limited for 
each game so early registration is 
recommended.

At Center Stage, sponsored by Mid-
State Garage Doors & Service, there 
will be several speakers throughout the 
day. The first speaker of the day is Steve 
Reinshuttle with America’s Best Hearing 
at 9:15 a.m., followed by Ryan Danzey 
with Medicare Fix at 10 a.m. Roseann 
Kiefer with Lampe & Keifer Hearing 
Aid Center will speak at 11 a.m. and at 
noon will be Phil Kline with Coronado 
Solar. At 12:30 p.m., a representative 
from AdventHealth will take the stage. 
Starting at 2 p.m., a number of busi-
nesses within Lakeshore Mall – Bean 
Armory, Encounter Coffee, Planet 
Fitness, Basic Bicycle, Lazy Painter, and 
Jimmy’s Greek & American Diner – will 
have representatives give a brief talk of 
their business.

Medical professionals will share their 
knowledge with visitors to Medical Row, 
sponsored by Lampe & Kiefer Hearing 
Aid Center. Attendees will have a 
chance to learn about different thera-
pies and treatments in various special-
ties. There will be close to 20 vendors at 
the extravaganza.

“After a few years of not being able to 
hold this event, our entire staff is excit-
ed to bring the 2023 Senior Expo back 
to the community,” said Erica White, 
Highlands News-Sun event coordinator.

White and members of the Highlands 
News-Sun staff will be on hand today 
for the event.

Camp Florida honors veterans 
in ceremony

By KIM MOODY
STAFF WRITER

LAKE PLACID — A long tradition of 
honoring veterans of Camp Florida RV 
Resort continued Monday morning. 
In a somber and reflective ceremony, 
both American and Canadian veterans 
were recognized.

Normally, the veterans ceremony 
is held on Pearl Harbor Day on Dec. 
7, but this year the ceremony was 
celebrated a little later to allow more 
of the winter residents to attend.

“Most of our (northern) residents 
weren’t here and we felt it was too 
beautiful and important not to share 
with everyone,” organizer Roxanne 
“Rockie” Kainz said.

Kainz and Janel DesJardins were 
co-chairs of the event; the Master of 
Ceremony was Marty Moreland. Kainz 
said it took more than 60 volunteers to 
put the event together. The planning 
began in October. The details were 
appreciated by approximately 200-250 
residents and family members who 
attended.

This year’s focus was on the 
Prisoners of War and Missing in Action 
veterans who never returned home to 
their loved ones. A special POW/MIA 
black flag was placed near the Missing 
Man Table by United States Air Force 
veteran Gil Calcagno. He kneeled 
before the flag after it was posted.

The Camp Florida Color Guard, 
led by US Army veteran Buzz Howes, 
kicked the ceremony off by posting 
the colors and Canadian flag. U.S. 
Army veterans Don Keeler and Butch 
Parsnow raised the American flag. In 
addition, the color guard posted flags 
from each military branch including 
Space Force.

The national anthem was sung by 
Tom Stansifer while the Canadian 
anthem was sung by Nancy Sheldrake. 
The crowd remained on their feet for 
the Pledge of Allegiance. Stansifer 
pointed out there was a bald eagle in 
a tree watching the proceedings in the 
park.

Tom Scott spoke of the POW/MIAs 
and moved many audience members 
to tears. Scott pointed out 81,500 
Americans are listed as POWs/MIAs 
per the Defense POW/MIA Accounting 
Agency.

“The men and women of this 
country who have been forced to 
by circumstance to become PO(W)

s and MIAs truly know the meaning 
of freedom,” Scott said. “They know, 
better than most, that it has not come 
free. Their personal stories are ones of 
sacrifice and courage. Their legacy is 
the gift of liberty.”

A very special song called 
“Remember Me” was written and per-
formed by Camp Florida resident Mary 
Lou Wood. The song had a decidedly 
country feel to it. The lyrics were very 
poignant urging the listener to not 
forget POW/MIA veteran.

Items from the Missing Man Table 
were explained in detail, from the lit 
candle symbolizing hope, an inverted 
glass showing the loved one will not be 
there for the toast, to the empty chair, 
because they are not there. After the 
description of each item of the table, 
the audience said, “remember them.”

Veterans made their way forward 
when the song of their branch was 
played. Rob Hierlihy stood up as a 
proud Canadian veteran. A good 
portion of the audience formed a 
horseshoe around the seating area 
when all the branches were called. 
The veterans received a standing 
ovation. Dan Kinder was also specially 
recognized. Kinder is a nonagenarian 
World War II veteran who still resides 
at Camp Florida.

A flag-folding ceremony illustrated 
each fold of the flag meant something 

different. The flag was on loan for the 
ceremony and belonged to Perry “PJ” 
Johnson’s family.

Several Camp Florida residents 
or their family members recognized 
the loss of a loved one over 2022. 
After each name was stated, the bell 

KIM MOODY/STAFF

The Missing Man Table was a reminder of 
those veterans who did not come home.

KIM MOODY/STAFF

The Camp Florida RV Resort Color Guard ushered in the colors for the veterans ceremony on 
Monday.

Look for the 2023 Physician 
& Medical Guide inside 
today’s issue of the Highlands 
News-Sun.
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confrontation, it sounds 
like sheer nonsense.”

He said that a week 
ago he signed an order to 
deploy new land-based 
strategic missiles and 
asked: “Are they also going 
to poke their noses there?”

The Russian leader also 
noted that NATO’s state-
ment on New START raises 
the issue of the nuclear 
weapons of Britain and 

France that are part of the 
alliance’s nuclear capabil-
ity but aren’t included in 
the U.S.-Russian pact.

“They are also aimed 
against us. They are aimed 
against Russia,” he said. 
“Before we return to dis-
cussing the treaty, we need 
to understand what are 
the aspirations of NATO 
members Britain and 
France and how we take it 
into account their strategic 
arsenals that are part of 
the alliance’s combined 
strike potential.”

Putin emphasized that 
Russia is suspending its in-
volvement in New START 
and not entirely withdraw-
ing from the pact yet.

The New START treaty, 
signed in 2010 by U.S. 
President Barack Obama 
and Russian President 
Dmitry Medvedev, limits 
each country to no more 
than 1,550 deployed nuclear 
warheads and 700 deployed 
missiles and bombers. 
The agreement envisages 
sweeping on-site inspec-
tions to verify compliance.

TREATY
FROM PAGE 1A

Jim N. Bass

Jim Nathan Bass, 74, 
of Avon Park, Florida, 

passed away 
on Saturday, 
Feb. 11, 
2023, in 
Sebring, 
Florida. He 
was born 
in Sebring, 
Florida on 

Feb. 12, 1948, to J.W. Bass 
and Flora L. Foreman. Jim 
was a proud U.S. Army 
Vietnam veteran and was 
a commander of the VFW 
Post 9853 in Avon Park, 
Florida. He was a retired 
sergeant from Avon Park 
Correctional Institute. 
Jim was a dedicated 
family man and loved 
being very involved with 
his grandchildren and 

great-grandchildren.
He is survived by his 

wife of 55 years, Elizabeth 
Ann (Hicks) Bass; chil-
dren, Tammy (Paul) 
Robitaille and Timothy 
Bass; grandchildren, 
Jessica (Allan) Alderman, 
Christa Bass, Heather 
Lynn Bass (Jordan), April 
Bass, Ashlee (Dominic) 
Matute, Sarabeth 
(Matthew) Reuter and 
Megan Bass; great-grand-
children, Kyler, Sylas, 
Brian, Anastasia, Ariella 
and Luca. He is preceded 
in death by his parents, 
J.W. and Flora Bass, and 
son, Jimmy Bass.

There will be a 
Celebration of Life on 
Sunday, Feb. 26, 2023, at 
1 p.m. at the VFW Post 
9853, 75 N. Olivia Drive, 
Avon Park, FL 33825.

Daddy — “Pa you will 
always be in our hearts. 
We love you! TSTSTSA.”

OBITUARIES

Betty A. Fairfield

Betty A. Fairfi eld of 
Sebring, Florida passed 

away at 
her home 
at age 91 
on Feb. 17, 
2023. Betty 
was born 
in Omaha, 
Nebraska 
of the late 

Elizabeth and Morris 
Windels.

She and her late 
husband of 50 years, John 
J. Fairfi eld Jr., had moved 
to Sebring in 1995 from 
Punta Gorda, Florida. 
Together, they raised 
fi ve children and lived 
in Nebraska, Iowa, New 
Jersey, Massachusetts, 
Florida, France, Brazil 
and Colombia. Betty also 
is preceded in death by 
her younger sister, Clara 
Ann Woracek of Nebraska.

Betty is remembered 
for her giving heart, her 
compassionate spirit, and 
her love of family. Betty 
provided volunteer work 
and support for orphans 
while in Brazil and 
Colombia, had taught 
English as a second 
language, and offered a 
home-away-from home 
for Peace Corps mem-
bers while abroad. She 
was a frequent hostess 
of brunch and dinner 
parties and enjoyed 
bridge, baking, sewing 
and homemaking. Betty 
worked following high 
school as a bookkeeper 
at the early Bandag tire 
company in Omaha 
and in later years as a 
mortgage specialist at 

Weymouth Savings Bank 
in Massachusetts.

Betty is survived by 
her fi ve children, John 
Fairfi eld of Lincoln, 
Nebraska, Leonard 
Fairfi eld of Allentown, 
Pennsylvania, Carol 
Johnston and Margaret 
Johnson of Tucson, 
Arizona and Mark 
Fairfi eld of Sebring, 
Florida; her son-in-law, 
Timothy Johnson and 
daughters-in-law, Bonnie 
Faimon and Cathy 
Bailey; grandchildren, 
Timothy Fairfi eld of 
Nashville, Tennessee, 
Samuel Fairfi eld of Des 
Moines, Iowa, Joshua 
Fairfi eld of Sebring, 
Florida, Jordan Fairfi eld 
of Newberry, Florida and 
Frank Johnston of Tucson, 
Arizona; and great-grand-
children, Simone 
Simpson, Mason Fairfi eld, 
Christopher Fairfi eld and 
Eloise Fairfi eld.

Visitation is Thursday, 
Feb. 23, 2023, from 
3-5 p.m. at Morris Funeral 
Chapel, Sebring. Mass 
will be held Friday, Feb. 
24, 2023, at 9:30 a.m. at 
St. Catherine of Siena 
Catholic Church in 
Sebring, where Betty 
was a long-time pa-
rishioner. Burial will 
be at Florida National 
Cemetery in Bushnell, 
Florida beside her late 
husband.

Arrangements are 
provided by the Morris 
Funeral Chapel at mor-
risfuneralchapel.com. 
The family suggests a 
donation be made to a 
favorite charity in lieu 
of flowers.

Jack H. Moore

Jack Hendricks Moore 
passed away at the age 

of 100 on 
Sunday, Feb. 
19, 2023 in 
Sebring, 
Florida. 
He was 
born June 
5, 1922 in 
Southport, 

Indiana to the late 
Furman F. and Marcia H. 
Moore.

During World War 
II, Jack served in the 
U.S. Navy as a gunners 
mate aboard the USS 
Sacramento and returned 
fi re at Japanese aircraft 
as they attacked Pearl 
Harbor.

After retiring from 
his career with the 
Department of Defense, 
he and his wife Clara, 
having raised their 
three sons, moved from 
Columbus, Ohio to the 
Country Club of Sebring 
where they resided since 
1985. As a Pearl Harbor 
survivor, he returned to 
Hawaii with his family 
many times to join in the 
ceremonies commemo-
rating the attack.

His religious devotion 
to good nutrition and 
exercise were responsible 
for his long and healthy 

life. In fact, at the age 
of 94 he became, quite 
possibly, the oldest man 
to zip line Oahu. Jack’s 
passions included fi shing, 
golf and watching his be-
loved Ohio State football 
team.

Jack is survived by his 
sons, Dr. Curt Moore 
(Jane) of Dover, Ohio, 
Carl Moore of Columbus, 
Ohio, and Jack C. Moore 
(Tanya) of Waukesha, 
Wisconsin; grandchil-
dren, Alisha M. Burks 
(Albert), Meredith J. 
Moore, Jackson Moore, 
and Taylor Moore; and 
great-granddaughter, 
Adalyn Burks. Along 
with his parents, he was 
preceded in death by 
his wife, Clara Elizabeth 
Moore.

In lieu of fl owers, 
memorial donations may 
be made to the Naval 
Museum in Sebring, 
Florida, or Vitas Hospice 
in memory of Jack Moore. 
A funeral service will 
be held Saturday, Feb. 
25, 2023 at 11:30 a.m. 
at Stephenson-Nelson 
Funeral Home with 
family receiving friends 
beginning at 10 a.m.

Arrangements entrust-
ed to Stephenson-Nelson 
Funeral Home, 4001 
Sebring Parkway, Sebring, 
FL 33870. Online con-
dolences may be left at 
www.stephensonnelson-
fh.com.

Marcella A. 
Sebring

Marcella A. Sebring, age 
51, passed away Saturday, 

Feb. 18, 2023 
in Sebring, 
Florida. 
She was 
born March 
25, 1971 
to Richard 
Green and 
Sandra 

Johnson.
Marcella graduated 

from Sebring High 
School in 1989. She 
continued her education 
at University of Central 
Florida and received an 
associate in science as 
a legal assistant. Upon 
returning to Sebring, she 
worked as a paralegal for 
Swaine, Harris & Wohl, 
P.A. for 30 years, where 
she was the heart and 
soul of the offi ce.

There was never a 
room that Marcella didn’t 
brighten. She never met 
a stranger. She was the 
team mom, biggest cheer-
leader, caregiver, hugger 
to not only her own 
family but to every family 
and child that crossed her 
path. Marcella was always 
the fi rst one to volunteer. 
She never missed an 
opportunity to capture 

every memory.
Marcella was the defi ni-

tion of SUNSHINE.
Marcella is survived 

by her mother, Sandra 
Johnson of Lake Placid, 
Florida; husband of 26 
years, William H. Sebring 
Jr.; son, George William 
Sebring; brother, Rick 
Green of Plant City, 
Florida; and a loving 
extended family.

The family invites 
you to a Celebration of 
Life honoring Marcella 
on Saturday, Feb. 25, at 
2 p.m. at Rafter T Ranch, 
7400 Arbuckle Creek 
Road, Sebring, FL 33870.

Memorial contribu-
tions may be made to 
the Marcella Sebring 
Memorial Fund at 
Heartland National Bank.

The family would like to 
encourage those silently 
battling to know that it’s 
OK to reach out and that 
you are not alone.

Philippians 4:13 I can 
do all things through 
Christ who strengthens 
me.

Arrangements entrust-
ed to Stephenson-Nelson 
Funeral Home, 4001 
Sebring Parkway, Sebring, 
FL 33870. Online con-
dolences may be left at 
www.stephensonnelson-
fh.com.

was rung. The residents gave a 
very brief statement about the 
decedents.

Biodegradable white balloons 
were released by Sue and Lee 

Reising. Each balloon had the 
name of the family member that 
died on it. Next, the patriotic bal-
loons of red, white and blue were 
released. While the balloons sailed 
away on the air’s currents, Thom 
Kainz played taps on the trumpet.

Kainz said it is crucial to remem-
ber or veterans an their sacrifi ces.

“It’s important to remember 
how valuable there veterans are, 
not just to Camp Florida but to all 
Americans,” Kainz said. “No one 
should forget them.”

Coffee and donuts were served 
in the community room and were 
provided by Sherri and Dean 
Cretsinger.

CAMP
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with Janetta Shoffner, the 
woman in whose driveway 
the RV was sitting when 
the boyfriend, as yet 
unnamed, was working 
on it.

Highlands County Fire 

Rescue Division Chief Billy 
Kingston said that the 
cause was ruled accidental: 
a mechanical issue with 
the RV.

However, once the RV 
caught fi re, fl ames quickly 
spread to Skills’ Toyota 
Matrix, parked in front of 
it, and lit up the palmettos, 
pines and other vegetation 
surrounding the site.

Kingston said it took 20 
fi re crew members, four 
of whom were volunteers, 
approximately 10,000 
gallons of water to put out 
the blaze.

At times, the fi re was 
punctuated by loud bangs 
and accelerated when the 
fi re found and punctured 
tires and a propane tank 
— resulting in a brilliant 
fi reball.

The blaze melted the 
RV down to its chassis and 
gutted Skill’s car. Kingston 
said the fi re destroyed the 
RV and three other vehi-
cles. However, Shoffner 
said she, fortunately, had 
suffered no damage to her 

trailer home or vehicle.
She said Monday was 

the fi rst time in 30 years 
living on that street that 
she’d had any danger or 
trouble.

Carol Graves, a nearby 
resident, said the fi re 
started at or just after 
3 p.m. She saw it while out 
walking her Chihuahua, 
Little Bo, and both she and 
several others reported 
seeing black smoke, visible 
as far away as downtown 
Sebring.

Kingston confi rmed 
that fi re units received a 
dispatch call at 3:08 p.m., 
with the fi rst unit, 
Battalion Chief 1, arriving 
at 3:11 p.m. That truck was 
soon followed by Engines 7 
and 19, Medical Units 17-1 
and 19, as well as Tankers 
9 and 18.

Shoffner’s next door 
neighbor, Freda Mohan, 
said the neighborhood 
has tried to get city water 
lines, whether Sebring or 
Avon Park, for years, but 
with no results. The area 

doesn’t have hydrants, she 
said.

However, Mohan said 
other neighbors ran to 
help with well-water 
garden hoses, soaking 
vegetation between the 
two properties to prevent 
the fi re from spreading.

Mohan also noted that 
she had a travel trailer 
parked next to the proper-
ty line, and was fortunate 
that it didn’t catch fi re, as 
well.

Deputy Fire Chief 
Mark Ellis, also on scene, 
noted that some vehicles 
came from as far as Lake 
Placid to assist with the 
fi re. Kingston also said all 
volunteer stations were 
asked to stand up, just in 
case of another incident.

During the response, 
Ellis worked pumps on 
Engine 7 while Kingston 
ran hose with one hand 
and a radio with the other, 
until other crews could 
arrive.

Everyone helps out on 
scene, Ellis said.
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Save $2.00 on Adult & $1.00 
on Youth General Admission Tickets 

thru March 12th at

March 2 - 12, 2023 • Plant City, Florida
FLstrawberryfestival.com #berryfest23

We Have a Winner!

#berryfest23
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Surface NanoShield helps protect 
hearing aids from moisture.

Let’s Get One Thing Perfectly Clear:

Your Hearing
Investing in your hearing is 

investing in your quality of life.

Talk to your hearing professional 

about your needs, your lifestyle and 

how active you are to help find the 

hearing aid that’s right for you. 

And if you have single sided hearing 

loss we  have solutions to help you.

In-ear Solutions

Custom molded to your 
unique ear canal.
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Convenient Parking 3 Entry Doors into our practice, 
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