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CRA Board approves draft of 
updated Master Plan
By MARC VALERO

STAFF WRITER

SEBRING — While the immediate 
focus in the past year for the Sebring 
Community Redevelopment Agency 
has been the waterfront redevelopment 
concept, the overall big picture for the 
CRA – its Master Plan — was being 
updated.

In November 2000, the CRA approved 
a contract with S&ME for $107,270 to 

update the Master Plan. The previous 
master plan update was completed in 
2004. Work on the updated plan started 
in January 2021.

Recently the CRA Board approved the 
draft of the updated Master Plan.

CRA Executive Director Kristie 
Vazquez said the plan will now go 
March 8 to the City of Sebring’s 
Planning & Zoning Council for approval 
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The Sebring CRA Board recently approved the draft of the Community Redevelopment Agency’s 
Master Plan update.

Cheer on 
courageous 

kids March 11
By KIM MOODY
STAFF WRITER

SEBRING — Families of children living 
with serious medical diagnoses and 
injuries have special needs. They might 
have to travel 
for treatment, 
miss time out of 
work and school 
or need medical equipment tailored 
to their children. The cost can be very 
expensive, but Heartland Courageous 
Kid has partnered with Champion for 
Children Foundation, to ease some 
of the financial burden with a day of 
fundraising and baseball.

This year’s Courageous Kid is Colby 
Richards who will be cheered for on 
March 11 at the Charles R. Head Field at 
Avon Park High School. Festivities kick 
off at 6:30 p.m. and the game will begin 
at 7 p.m.

Courageous Kid Committee volunteer 
Crystal Sutton-Bullington said the 
previous Courageous Kids will line up 
behind the pitcher’s mound and support 
Richards, who will throw out the first 
pitch. A moment of silence will be held 
for 2017 Courageous Angel Dean Palmo.

Avon Park High School Varsity 
Baseball will take on Lake Placid High 
School. School cheerleaders will root 
for their teams and the current and past 
Courageous Kids, including Roman 
Graham, Isaac Juliano, Jade Jackson, Zac 
Taylor and David Hermoso.

Sutton-Bullington said 100% of the 
gate proceeds from the game will go to 
Courageous Kid. The AP baseball team 
will be donating its share of the conces-
sion. Courageous Cupcakes will be sold 
in a tent by Highlands County beauty 
queens. The queens will also be selling 
50/50 raffle tickets in the stands.

The idea for the baseball fundraiser 
came to Sutton-Bullington while her 
son traveled to play ball out of state 
and organizers were doing something 
similar. She wanted to bring the idea 
back to Highlands and found a partner 
in Champion for Children under the Ila 
and Kinsley Cox Living Memorial Fund. 
After several years doing the bulk of 
organizing, Sutton-Bullington decided 
to incorporate a volunteer committee 
for this seventh year. Jade Jackson, a pre-
vious Courageous Kid, has served on the 
committee. The committee has incor-
porated sponsors that will include the 
annual headline sponsor, Dr. T.C. Lackey 
II, and two revolving premium sponsors, 
which are Thankful Hearts Nutrition and 
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Colby Richards is this year’s Heartland Coura-
geous Kid.

Camp Florida honors veterans

Traditional ceremony on a non-traditional day

By KIM MOODY
STAFF WRITER

LAKE PLACID — Camp 
Florida hosted its traditional 
ceremony for veterans on a 
non-traditional day Monday 
morning. Camp Florida usu-
ally honors its veterans on 
Pearl Harbor Day. However, 
organizers had to cancel 
the December event due to 
COVID.

By the hundreds of res-
idents in attendance, they 
were glad to see the event 
back on the schedule. In ad-
dition to honoring present 
and past veterans, residents 
and their family members 
who died over the past two 
years were recognized as 
well. The main organizers 
this year were Rocky Kainz 
and Janel DesJardins, who 
also had a lot of helpers.

Instead of the function 
being held indoors, chairs 
were set up in the clubhouse 
on a custom-ordered day. 
Long-time resident Sharon 
Howes explained why it 
is important to keep the 
tradition going.

“This has been a tradition 
since I have been here – 
about 22 years,” she said. 
“It’s important to honor the 
veterans and loved ones that 
we have here.”

The color guard got the 
ceremony started with the 
presentation of the colors 
led by Commander Buzz 
Howes. They posted the 
colors and included flags 
for each branch of the 
military and the Canadian 
flag by Rob Hierlihy. Marty 
Moreland was the master of 

ceremony for the event and 
kept it flowing well.

Both the Canadian 
national anthem and the 
American national anthem 
were played. Don Keeler and 
Butch Parsnow performed 
the flag rising ceremony and 
the Pledge of Allegiance was 
said.

During the Folding of 
the Flag ceremony, Marty 
Moreland and Rich O’Brien, 
along with Chuck Kreuz and 
Earl DesJardins explained 
what is represented in 
the 13 folds that go into 
correctly folding a U.S. 
flag. The last fold should 
have the stars “uppermost” 
reminding of of the national 
motto, “In God We Trust,” 
the announcer said. Karen 
Johnson let the color guard 
use her husband, Perry’s, 
flag for the ceremony.

A proclamation reading 
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The Camp Florida Color Guard presented the flags at the park’s Veterans Honor Ceremony and Celebration of Life event Monday.
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World War II veteran Lucy Andersen of Camp Florida is seen here with 
her son, Bob, who is also a veteran. They attended the Camp Florida 
Veterans Honor ceremony and Celebration of Life event Monday 
morning.

COURAGEOUS 
KIDS
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Marty Kinder on left proudly poses with his dad, Dave Kinder. Dave 
is the oldest World War II veteran at Camp Florida in Lake Placid. He 
received a plaque for his service Monday morning.
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The Missing Man table at the 
Camp Florida Veterans Honor 
ceremony.



A4 | HIGHLANDS NEWS-SUN | February 22, 2022  www.highlandsnewssun.com 

Elease F. DeYoung

Elease Farmer 
DeYoung, our beloved 
mother, grandmother, 

wife, sister 
and friend, 
passed away 
peacefully, 
surrounded 
by family, in 
her beau-
tiful home 
in Sebring, 

Florida on Friday eve-
ning, Feb. 11, 2022.

Elease was born on 
May 23, 1940 in Florence, 
South Carolina, to loving 
parents Thomas and 
Sallie Farmer. She was a 
1957 graduate of Florence 
High School in Florence, 
South Carolina. Having 
earned her license in 
1980, Elease was a full-
time active realtor profes-
sional, with over 42-plus 
years of experience in 
the state of Florida, 
who loved meeting 
new clients and selling 
real estate. She was a 
Double Centurion Award 
Producer, belonged to the 
Multi-Million Dollar Club 
and achieved a closing 
on over a million dollars 
in sales on multiple 
occasions. She was also 
a Certified New Home 
Specialist Designation 
and a Creative Building 
Consultant. She contin-
ued a very active lifestyle 
that included going out 
for dinner, thrift shopping 
and spending time with 
family. Elease was a lov-
ing and supportive wife, 
mother, grandmother, 
sister and friend who was 
kind-hearted, caring and 
loved to share a laugh. 
Elease was always willing 
to lend a helping hand to 

family or friends, and her 
kindness, generosity and 
love will be greatly, greatly 
missed.

Elease will be forever 
cherished and remem-
bered by her husband of 
34 years, John DeYoung 
of Sebring, Florida; son, 
Allen Simmons (Eulalin) 
of Sebring, Florida; 
daughter, Debra Pace 
of Sebring, Florida; 
son, Victor Simmons 
(Jane) of Orlando, 
Florida; son, Jonathan 
Simmons (Jackie) of 
Memphis, Tennessee; 
and six grandchildren, 
Christopher Simmons 
(Raquel), Jonathan 
Jr. Simmons, Braden 
Simmons, Katherine 
‘Kitty’ Simmons, Caroline 
Simmons, and Dante 
Simmons; one sibling, 
Sharon Bracci (Paul); and 
family pet, Dolce.

She was preceded in 
death by her brother, 
Johnnie Farmer (Sally); 
her sister, Minnie 
Singletary (Charles); her 
parents, Sallie Rairden 
(George) and Thomas 
Farmer (Thelma); and 
her siblings, T.C. Farmer 
( Jean), Robert ‘Bobby’ 
Farmer ( Janet), and 
Linda Fay Kersey ( John).

A celebration of Elease 
DeYoung’s life was at 
12 p.m. Wednesday, Feb. 
16, 2022 at Stephenson 
Nelson Funeral Home, 
4001 Sebring Parkway, 
Sebring, FL 33870.

Arrangements en-
trusted to Stephenson-
Nelson Funeral Home, 
4001 Sebring Parkway, 
Sebring, FL 33870. 
Online condolences 
may be left at www.
stephensonnelsonfh.
com.

OBITUARIESNew Census director has faith in 
quality of 2020 numbers

By MIKE SCHNEIDER 
ASSOCIATED PRESS

The new U.S. Census 
Bureau director said 
Monday that he is 
listening to the concerns 
of data users and policy-
makers, and the agency 
is making permanent 
community outreach 
efforts, in an effort to 
restore any trust that was 
lost following attempts by 
the Trump administration 
to politicize the nation’s 
2020 head count.

Despite those attempts 
and obstacles created by 
the pandemic, the Census 
Bureau did its job and the 
numbers used to deter-
mine political power and 
allocate federal funding 
“are quality products, 
and they are fit for the 
purpose they were 
intended,” Robert Santos 
said in an interview with 
The Associated Press.

“I have high confidence 
and I’ve been incred-
ibly pleased with the 
professionalism of the 
career staff at the Census 
Bureau, the job that 
they’ve done, and their 
dedication to the mission, 
the Constitution and the 
rule of law,” Santos said. 
“They were doing their 
due diligence and they 
made sure they did the 
job that needed to be 
done to get the 2020 
census done, despite all 
the obstacles.”

The Trump admin-
istration unsuccess-
fully tried to add a 

citizenship question to 
the 2020 census form, 
which opponents feared 
may have suppressed 
participation from 
immigrants groups. The 
Trump administration 
also named an unusu-
ally high number of 
political appointees to 
the bureau, and it tried 
to end the head count 
early last October, after 
its schedule had been 
adjusted for the pan-
demic, in what oppo-
nents said was an effort 
to release the numbers 
used for divvying up 
congressional seats 
while President Donald 
Trump was still in office.

Data from the once-
a-decade head count 

also are used for draw-
ing political districts 
and helping allocate 
$1.5 trillion in federal 
spending each year.

The Urban Institute 
think tank last year 
estimated that 1.6 mil-
lion people were missed 
in the 2020 census, with 
people of color, renters, 
noncitizens, children 
and people living in 
Texas most likely to be 
undercounted. In 2019, 
a year and a half before 
he was nominated to 
lead the Census Bureau, 
Santos co-authored 
an Urban Institute 
report that said African 
Americans could be un-
dercounted nationally 
by 3.6% and Hispanics 

could be undercounted 
by 3.5%, in worst-case 
scenarios in the 2020 
census.

Santos, speaking to 
The Associated Press 
from his hometown 
of San Antonio, Texas, 
said Monday he had 
“absolutely zero idea” if 
those projections were 
accurate. Next month, 
the Census Bureau 
plans to release a report 
card showing how good 
a job it did of counting 
different populations.

Santos started a 
five-year term leading 
the nation’s largest 
statistical agency at the 
beginning of the year 
after being nominated 
for the job by President 
Joe Biden. In his new 
job, he is overseeing the 
release of more detailed 
data from the 2020 
census later this year, 
as well as preparing for 
the next once-a-decade 
head count in 2030.

Santos said Monday 
that he is “eager” 
to work with the 
Office of Budget and 
Management on explor-
ing whether the race 
and ethnic background 
questions should be 
combined and whether 
a category for people of 
Middle Eastern or North 
African descent should 
be added to the 2030 
census form.

Follow Mike 
Schneider on Twitter 
at https://twitter.com/
MikeSchneiderAP
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Census Bureau Director nominee Robert Santos, testifies 
before the Senate Homeland Security and Governmental 
Affairs committee, Thursday, July 15, 2021, on Capitol Hill in 
Washington. Santos said Monday, Feb. 21, 2022, that he has 
gone on a listening tour with stakeholders and the agency is 
making permanent community outreach efforts in an effort to 
restore any trust that was lost following attempts by the Trump 
administration to politicize the nation’s head count. (AP Photo/
Jacquelyn Martin, File)

on how it coincides with the 
city’s Comprehensive Plan.

Then the Master Plan update 
will come ack to the CRA Board 
for final approval at its March 
14 meeting with the recom-
mendation to the City Council 
for approval at its March 15 
meeting, she said.

The Sebring Community 

Redevelopment Area 
Conceptual Master Plan 
presents a graphic representa-
tion of the proposed locations 
of capital improvements and 
redevelopment programming 
initiatives.

The Conceptual Master 
Plan shows the proposed 
locations for streetscape 
projects, gateway signage, and 
intersection improvements 
and also shows the proposed 
location of districts within 

the Redevelopment District 
including neighborhoods, civic 
districts (courthouse, city and 
county government services, 
etc.) and the locations of 
potential selected opportunity 
sites for focused redevelop-
ment activity.

The draft plan states, 
“the vision for the Sebring 
Community Redevelopment 
Area is to preserve the small-
town charm of the area, 
revitalize the local economy, 

encourage a thriving business 
community, enhance public 
spaces for use by residents 
and visitors, establish and 
reinforce connections within 
the CRA’s spaces, and capital-
ize on opportunities to create 
housing in a historic urban 
environment.”

The plan includes goals, 
policies and action strategies 
providing an outline for the 
day-to-day administration 
of the Sebring Community 

Redevelopment Agency in 
accordance with the report-
ing requirements of Florida 
Statutes. The goals, policies 
and action strategies also 
present a range of potential 
programming options to facil-
itate the development of annu-
al work plans and budgets.

One of the objectives of 
updating the Master Plan was 
to also extend the operational 
timeframe of the CRA up to 
the year 2041.
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honored the “Greatest 
Generation” and ex-
plained how the gener-
ation went to war and 
many women went to 
work in factories. Among 
the park’s residents there 
are two World War II vet-
erans, Lucy Andersen and 
95-year-old Dan Kinder. 
Both veterans had family 
with them and accepted 
plaques in recognition of 
their service.

A Missing Man table 
was set up near the flag 
pole. Speakers took turns 
describing what each 
item on the table meant 
to those whose loved ones 
did not come home from 
war because they were 
killed in action, missing 
in action or a prisoner of 
war. After each descrip-
tion, the audience replied, 
“Remember them.”

All Camp Florida 
veterans were asked to 
stand when their mili-
tary branch’s fight song 
played. Dozens of proud 
veterans lined the aisles 
as they received a stand-
ing ovation from their 
loved ones and neighbors. 
They also received a star 
from a retired flag to 
remind the vets, they are 
not alone.

The Celebration of Life 
portion of the ceremony 
came next. As the names 

of the decedents were 
read, a family member or 
representative stood up. 

When all the names were 
read, white biodegradable 
balloons stamped with the 

person’s name who passed 
were let go into the air.

After singing “Amazing 

Grace,” Thom Kainz 
played taps as the patri-
otic red, white and blue 

balloons were released, 
signaling the end of the 
formal ceremony.

CAMP
FROM PAGE 1A

KIM MOODY/STAFF

Residents and family attended the Camp Florida Veterans Honor Ceremony and Celebration of Life event on Monday.

the LC 5 Foundation this year.
Heartland Courageous Kid is 

happy to arrange a pickup for 

donations.
Tangible items such as gro-

cery/gas cards and diapers in 
any size will also be collected at 
the game.

If anyone is interested in 
sponsoring or donating to 

Heartland Courageous Kid, 
Sutton-Bullington said to call 
Champion for Children and 
leave her a message at 863-382-
2905 or leave a private message 
on Heartland Courageous Kid 
Facebook page.
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